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| | When you check out the nighilife

| events posted on ddec.net, you're

| seeing the work of Mathew Miller,

' one of those who ensure that the

| downtown Springfield scene gets the
| attention it deserves.
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Places requiremenls, “You really have to

*Number of people living inside
Springfield’s city limits: 151.580

sNumber of people residing outside any
incorporated town or city in the
Springficld-Branson region: 200,000
sPercentage by which sprawl developments
can cost taxpayers more than compact
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Total private and public investment since
1997 in center city: 5300 million
+Amonnt of this money spent in downtown

B sy i +70
cproper: $15 {0 20 million A < 3 :
sTotal small-business loans made since + PRve pex B 2
; ' parking space: 54

1984 by the City of Springfield: 57 (0 8 mil-
lion

*Minimum number of downtown residents
today: 1,589

sNumber of downtown residents 13 years
ago: 1.901

*Cost of a 2-hour parking space downtown
(streetside or CID lot): S0

sNumber of city-owned parking meters
downtown: 0

sNumber of living spaces downtown: 146
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sMinimum number of additional apart-
ments the downtown market demands: 300
sAverage downtown loft rent : 5715
=Average downtown apartment rent: 5595
sPercentage of Springfield’s office space
located downtown: 23 |
*Average rent per square foot of premium
downtown office space: «bout 14 _
sNational average rent per square foot of
premium office space: about 525
sNumber of corner grocery stores down-
town or on Commercial Street:

SOURCES: BOMA, BROOKINGS INSTITUTION, CITY OF
SPRINGFIELD, REAL ESTATE RESEARCH CORP, SOUTH-
WEST VALUATION, UDA, US. CENSUS, 417 RESEARCH
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' | We spoke to a number of downtown

| denizens about whether if's hard to find a
| parkirig space in the central business dis-
trict. There are many different perspectives
n the subject... many, many perspectives.

“I think the exciting news is that there’s a

| parking problem downtown Parkmg was
uot a problem 10 years ago.” -- Tom Finnie,
c;ty manager

“Saying ‘Isn't it great that we have a parking
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problem? is a platitade”--Mary Faucett,
Nonna’s owner

“From my time in the hotel business, I can
say the best problem we ever had

was when we had parking issues)” -- Tracy
Kimberlin, Springfield CVB exec. director

“If you really want to open up downtown,
you take the square and make it

parking” — Jim Shirato, real estate/parking
developer

“I hope there are some [big-event] dates
when we have some parking issues

[in Jordan Valley Park]” -- Tracy Kimberlin
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Looking for fine cigars or cognac
downtown? Then you’ll find your way
to Fine Tastes, owned by Chris
Kampa. Chris is just one of the down-
town merchants offering Springfield
residents more sophisticated, urban
options.
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“You can go to Battlefield Mall and walk a
whole lot further to get to your
destination than downtown.” -- Jim Shirato

“When I ran into an 11-year regular of
Nonna's at Steak n' Shake who said,

'l wanted to go to Nonna's but couldn't find
a parking space,’ then I know

there's a parking problem.” - Mary Faucett

“I don’t know of anyone who’s turned
around and left downtown because they
couldn’t find a space” -- Jan Hyde, Walnut
Street Gallery owner
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